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ROCKHAMPTON FAMILY RELATIONSHIP CENTRE CELEBRATES FIRST BIRTHDAY

Rockhampton Family Relationship Centre is celebrating its first year of service to families within the

Rockhampton and Central Queensland region with an open day and birthday party this Tuesday 15 July.

“The celebrations are a way to recognise and reward the Family Relationship Centre staff for all their
hard work over the past year and to invite members of the community to come in and find out more
about our service and meet our staff,” explains Rockhampton Family Relationship Centre Manager Dr

Sue Rice.

The first birthday celebration and open day is on at 10:30am to 12noon on Tuesday 15 July at the
Rockhampton Family Relationship Centre, Ground Floor, 36 East Street. Celebrations will include the

official welcome at 11:00am following by the cutting of the cake.

The Family Relationship Centre has come a long way from its humble beginnings, opening its doors in

July 2007 with only the legislation in hand, three staff members, and a mobile phone.

“We were inundated with enquiries as clients approached the service from day one,” said Rockhampton

Family Relationship Centre Manager Dr Sue Rice.
“The advantages of using the free mediation services we offer at the Rockhampton Family Relationship

Centre are numerous. Clients are able to keep their disputes out of court, hence saving money. The

process is gentler and quicker and healthier for the parents and children involved.”
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Today the Family Relationship Centre is fully equipped with experienced staff members including
mediators and family advisors, public access to a wealth of information and advice, and all encased in a

modern, relaxed and welcoming atmosphere.

Rockhampton Family Relationship Centre is also taking the opportunity to reflect over key achievements
of the past year including the establishment of the Indigenous Service, a placement in Emerald
extending Rockhampton’s on-hand services, community event contributions (such as NAIDOC Week

involvement) and extensive outreach and networking within the community.

Rockhampton Family Relationship Centre is an Australian Government initiative, and is auspiced by Centacare,
a Rockhampton Catholic Diocese community welfare agency, offering a range of services for families in the

region in a welcoming and safe environment.

As part of its services, the Centre offers a dispute resolution service for separated couples, as well as
services for grandparents and other extended family members, who want to resolve parenting issues and

make parenting plans without going to court.

The Rockhampton Family Relationship Centre mediation service is free and available to anyone in new

parenting or separated parent situations where arrangements are required for children after separation.

For more information call 07 4927 1210 or visit: www.familyrelationships.gov.au
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